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First Motion Picture in Toronto
By Bruce Bell

The first films shown in Toronto were
projected using a new-fangled gismo called a
Vitascope, by American inventor Thomas
Edison.
The Toronto World a local newspaper
reviewing that first showing at Robinson’s
published…“Edison's Vitascope projects
apparently living figures and scenes on a
canvas screen, it baffles analysis and
delights immense audiences"… in other
words, panoramas that move.
The first theatre that was purposely built
to show movies in Toronto was the Colonial
Theatre opened in 1910 with 477 seats, on
the southeast corner of Queen and Bay
Streets across from Old City Hall.
The name was later changed to the Bay
Theatre, but after enthralling audiences for
60 years was ultimately demolished in 1969,
and replaced with the present Simpsons’
Tower now part of the Hudson Bay Co.

On Monday, August 31st, 1896 a handful
of Torontonians attending a Vaudeville show
also happened to catch a glimpse something
very innovated, novel and awe-inspiring: the
very first motion picture to be shown in our
city. That first motion picture entitled The
Kiss, consisted of a man and woman kissing,
shocking for its time.
The site of Toronto's first moving picture
show was Robinson's Musee Theatre,
located on the southeast corner of Yonge
and Richmond Streets, where a silent 60
second motion picture was shown that was
to change the course of entertainment in
Toronto (there is a plaque).
For the next few decades Vaudeville and
silent motion pictures (often by accompanied
by live music) coincided with one another on
the same bill in relative peace.
Robinson's Musee Theatre had opened in
1890, and featured live performances by
jugglers, magicians, and the ever-popular
dancing dog acts.
On the second floor there was a waxworks
and curiosity museum with displays of the
weird made famous by impresario PT
Barnum at his American Museum in New
York, which he filled with curiosities like the
Feejee Mermaid, a ‘hoax’ creature with the
head of a monkey and the tail of a fish.

AGM scheduled for Sept 30th at 3:00 p.m.
… a Virtual Meeting
Please watch for updates.
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A Word from
The President

Editor’s Two Cents
I continue to knit and crochet; thumbs and
elbows complaining with all the extra work I’m
demanding of them. Still, I have to say, my
young grandnieces and nephews are incredibly
happy with this turn of events. Their smiles
make it all worthwhile.
Now I’m learning all about virtual meetings
and the like. Wow! Ok. I do Facetime my
friend every week but it’s not quite the same
thing. Zoom is far more formal. But I do believe
I’m beginning to understand. It’s all about the
baby steps.
My meetings with the St. Lawrence
Neighbourhood Association has been on Zoom
and we get about 60 people on one Zoom call.
We can do this! It’s all in the name of safety.
Waking up this morning, I turn on the news
only to hear there is a new spike in Covid cases.
They are saying most of the cases are people
under 40. What is the matter with young people
today? I know we have never faced a world
pandemic before but why is everyone so slow to
catch on to the seriousness of the situation.
Today is the day children begin to return to
school. What a scary time in our history!
Ok…it’s time for some good news. Our PAL
library is now re-opening. It will be Mondays
only, for a start. There will be restrictions, of
course. Keep your eyes on the bulletin boards
and notices in the elevator. Thank you to
Shirley Lewis & Pam Hyatt for heading up the
committee for the re-opening. I know many of
the residents will be grateful. Isn’t it great to
finally have something to celebrate??
“Shana Tova” (“a good year”) to all who
celebrate. For those who don’t, this is Jewish
New Years (Sept 18th)… May the new year be
sweet and healthy with no viruses to worry
about! Amen.
Well, it’s time to get back to my knitting.
Thank you to all who have supported me in my
quest for producing a newsletter for PAL.
Be well. Be happy. Play safe. Wear your
mask. Wash your hands. Social distance…well,
you’ve heard it all before. Just do it.

By: Elva Mai Hoover

Hi everyone:
Well, here we are six
months into our Covid-19
Quarantine reality. Masks have become the new
normal, and sometimes you have to look twice
to know who that person approaching you
actually is! On occasion, there are health
reasons that a person cannot wear a mask but if
that is the case, they need to take even more
responsibility to maintain social distance.
September, the month of fresh crisp
notebooks and sharpened pencils, renewed
energies and new beginnings, is going to look a
little different this year.
Ordinarily, our AGM has already taken place
but as you know, in this different world, we’ve
had to take a different route. We will be holding
the first ever PAL Toronto virtual AGM and
election on September 30 at 3 p.m.
Through the bi-weekly Board updates, we’ve
kept everyone abreast of the steps required to
show that you want to be involved in this AGM.
Please make sure you’ve filled out your
registration form so that the office knows and
can get the necessary reports and voting
information to you in a timely fashion.
As many of you know, Andy Wright, our
former Admin Assistant, has moved to Kitchener
so is no longer working with us. Jocelyn
Reneuve, a Board Member, has stepped in
brilliantly while we go through the hiring process
once again. Although there was a need for the
admin to work full-time, the decision has been
made to change the position back to part-time
hours. The hiring committee is currently meeting
to make final interview selections, and we hope
to have someone back in the office soon.
We’ve had some turnover in occupancy of
late so you’re going to see new faces around
over the next few months. Please say a warm
PAL hi to all.
Here’s to renewed energies and hard-working
times ahead! PAL Toronto is such a special
place, and I’m proud and grateful to live here..
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Billie Lou Henderson Schuller

Thank you to the Canadian
Medical System

From Dan Lyon

By Patty Gail Peaker

Billie Lou Henderson Schuller passed away in
June. She was a vaudeville artist and juggler,
who worked mainly in small US circuses. Billie
also earned a computer science degree and
wrote poetry. Here is a part of one of her poems
- I love reading it out loud, and hope my PALs
will enjoy it too:

I sit here thinking how blessed I am to be
sitting here 'thinking how blessed I am to be
sitting here'.
The shocking event of my recent stroke and
the resulting quick recovery makes me so
thankful for our Canadian Medical system and
the excellent professional staff who helped us
(helped me) to recover so quickly.
The professional support that boosted my
determination to get well, to take better care of
myself for the remaining years God may give
me, is so worthy of all our praise and
thanksgiving.
We in Canada are so blessed with the
medical care systems we have, and we should
always praise and support their work, efforts and
professionalism.
A stay in hospital and/or in rehabilitation may
not always be a rewarding experience, but if you
do find yourself in a similar situation and in
distress, as I was, have faith that God will see
you through and trust the medical professionals
and staff.
Smile for and with them. Let them know they
are needed, respected and that you are
thankful.

I like to think that somewhere there is
someone old like me
Who will have a fleeting memory of a show
they went to see
And a little smile will cross their face as they
think about that day
The popcorn and the candy, the music and
the play
It's not that they'll remember me, recall my
name or face
It's that we share a memory of a happy
time and place.

………………………………………………………………
The Pink Flamingo Lounge
By Suzan Ayscough

………………………………………………………

Suze is tickled pink that Dini surprised us with a
fabulous new carpet for The Pink Flamingo
Lounge on the rooftop! Many PAL residents
have enjoyed engaging conversations during
lock down (six feet apart or wearing masks)... or
just came to hang out and drink pink lemonade!
Please come and check out the newest addition
to the lounge and say “hello”. Everyone at PAL
is welcome

Here’s a story with great thanks to Lynn Kinney
and all her Pal Volunteers for providing fresh
Bakery, Vegetables, Fruit and Meat for those
residents at Pal that would normally go without…
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with the traffic light, the sound of jazz lured him
into an engaging corner café. Seated by a wideopen window, he sipped his spiked coffee and
took in the carefree interplay of light and shadow
of treetops, while trying to comprehend his
situation, now that he had run out of time. But
what was time when no one ever knew when it
stopped ticking!
Philosophically seen, Charley figured that
whenever humanity came too close to uncover
the mystery of death, the unknown lashed out
with ever more unpleasant and hard-to-crack
interventions, such as the incumbent pandemic.
Conversely, could being too creative provoke
retribution from life, he puzzled. After all,
simultaneous to the pandemic, his illness had
invaded him like a devious caller, intrusively
taking over and squeezing music composing
right out of his life; alas, without music and
composing there was no life for him. He smiled
in defeat. The server smiled back and nodded,
believing he wanted another Spanish coffee.
Why not.
Perhaps life was mocking him for having
embraced too boldly accolades of his celebrated
film scores, which, of course, had been nothing
more than the roll of the dice considering the
scope of available talent. He took another antipain pill and lingered some time longer,
pondering life and the global turmoil caused by
the roaming Covid that had taken the world
hostage with utmost arrogance. Whoa, the pilland-Spanish-coffee combination began to
heighten his senses, a cautionary sign for him to
head off before losing composure. As he was
paying his bill, just then the physician and his
assistant entered the establishment. Seeing his
patient, the physician paused, shook Charley’s
hand and with much compassion in his voice
and demeanour he said, “Goodbye, Max.”
Outside, Charley doubled over with laughter,
calling out to no one in particular, “It is Charley!
It’s dying Charley.”
A whippersnapper from a passing group of
students shouted, “Hey dying Charley, what’s so
funny?”
“The absurdities of life,” Charley countered.
“Right on, man; right on. Cheers pal, have a
good one.”
(continued on Page 5)

ATTENTION PAL RESIDENTS
The Daniel & Brian
PAL-Uber
Ride Share Service
is still continuing through
the present
extenuating circumstances.
If we can be of service
to you, please call
647-701-5033
to discuss your
transportation needs.

…………………………………………………………..
It is Charley!

by Margot Roesslein
As humanity was adjusting to the quirkiness
of the pandemic, Charley was adjusting to his
unrelated test results: He was dying. Just like
that, he was dying.
Stepping out of the physician’s office, Charley
was thankful for the sunlit noisy city street, to be
ambling along with the lunch crowd energized by
a newly lifted lockdown. Crossing the street →
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With a wry smile, Charley took his digital camera
and snapped a picture of the group of students,
the avant-garde of generation lockdown; also
visible in the photo was the physician, standing
in the open window of the café, waving as if
trying to get his attention. Charley waved back.
But for one day he had enough of the
overworked physician and so he turned to
mingle with the ceaseless parade of passersby.
While adhering to the rules of prevention and
containment in context to the pandemic, his
conclusion was to live again, to live for the
moment.
What was that? A sudden burst of innovative
music scores infiltrated his mind and soul, swept
him off his feet, leaving him dying to compose
music with timeless originality forever—what
interesting times in which to be so alive.

………………………………………………………
Happy Sixtieth Birthday
O'Keefe Centre
Sat. Oct. 1st 1960--Sat. Oct. 1st. 2020
By Grant Milligan
What an impact you have had on the City of
Toronto. People started coming back downtown
after 5 pm, other theatres got on the bandwagon
were refurbished and we became Broadway
North. A multitude of restaurants have
flourished, where in 1960 you could count them
all on one hand.
More importantly people started to move
back downtown to live. Here at PAL former
residents Hugh Walker, Managing Director of
the Centre, and Mary Jolliffe, Director of Public
Relations, were on duty for the opening night
performance of " Camelot" prior to it going to
Broadway. Current resident Wendy Forbes,
whose mother Hazel Forbes, was Mary's
Assistant was in the audience, as well as my
dear wife Evelyn, enduring the four-hour long
performance.
You have had many name changes over the
years, but to those of us in the know you will
always be "The O’Keefe”. Many Happy Returns
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MOIST CHOCOLATE CAKE IN A CUP
RICARDO

GOTTA SWEET TOOTH?
By Vivienne Muhling

When you eat an orange or grapefruit, keep the peel.
Cut it into strips and save in your freezer till you have
a couple of cupsful. THEN
Soak peel strips in water for ½ hour.
In a small saucepan add ½ cup water to 2 cups
sugar and bring to a boil.
Drain the peel and add to the syrup.
Simmer at low temperature for ½ hour.
Remove peel from pan and spread out on a flat
surface until cool and dry
(I use a plastic chopping board).
Spread some sugar on waxed paper and roll each
peel strip in it.
Place the sugar glazed strips on clean waxed paper
until dry.
Keeps well in a glass jar -- if you can resist the urge
to eat it up right away!

INGREDIENTS
3 tbls (45 ml) unbleached all-purpose flour
2 tbls (30 ml) brown sugar
2 tps (10 ml) cocoa powder
1/4 tps (1 ml) baking powder
3 tbls(45 ml) milk
1 tbl (15 ml) canola oil
1 drop vanilla extract
10 semisweet chocolate chips (5 ml / 1 tps)

My banana cookbook tells me that you can also
crystalize banana peel. The only differences are that
you add nutmeg to the sugar, roll it in after removing
from the syrup, then keep in a warm place, turning it
now and then until all moisture is absorbed. If you
wish, sprinkle with some more sugar.
I have never crystallized banana peel myself -- if
you do, please let me know how it turns out!

1.
In a 250 ml (1 cup)-capacity coffee cup,
combine the flour, sugar, cocoa powder, and
baking powder. Add the milk, oil, and vanilla.
2.
With a fork, gently stir until the batter no
longer has lumps. Sprinkle with the chocolate
chips.
3.
Cook the cake in the microwave for 45
seconds. Let cool for 5 minutes to allow for the
cake to finish cooking.
NOTE:
If you want to do more, triple or quadruple the
recipe and combine the ingredients in a bowl.
Then spread the mixture into three or four cups
or 125 ml (½ cup) ramekins. Remember, you
have to cook the cakes one by one in the
microwave for uniform cooking.
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PAL Toronto Board of Directors

PTRA

Elva Mai Hoover – President
Rex Hagon – Vice President
David Plant – Treasurer
Rex Hagon – Mgmt Committee, Chair
TBA – Supporting Cast
TBA - PAL's Pantry Co-Chair
Jocelyn Reneuve – Governance, Chair
Barbara Sadegur - Communications Committee
Jocelyn Reneuve - Residential Accom, Chair
Rochelle Porter - Fund Development, Chair
TBA - Celebrity Club, Chair
Dini Petty – Member at Large
Aggie Elliot – Member at Large
Doug Paulson – Member at Large
TBA – Administrative Ass’t

To be announced pending PTRA AGM

PAL LEADER Contributors
Barb Sadegur (Editor) Norm Hart (Photos)
Sandra Fresco (Proof Reading)
Suzan Ayscough
Bruce Bell
Elva Mai Hoover
Dan Lyon

Committees can be reached by email when visiting
the PAL Toronto Website at: paltoronto.org. or you
may address a letter to the committee chair and give
to our Admin Assistant, (Suite 328) on the 3rd floor.

Grant Milligan
Vivienne Muhling
Patty Gail Peaker
Margot Roesslein

Donations & Membership
By Andy Wright
We have an online registration system on our
website to streamline donations, requests
and renewals which ensures that we have
accurate records for audit and tracking of
active memberships. Simply go to the
website www.paltoronto.org and look for the
two buttons below.

Residents of PAL will also see a new
members’ card design too. And remember
receipts are available if requested for
donations of $25 or more.

Telephone Numbers
Building Manager
416-955-4645
Superintendent Emg.
416-806-4588
Superintendent Emg.
647-528-4588
Admin & Green Room Resv
416-777-9674
Supporting Cast
416-368-1677
Dixon Hall
416-365-0145
Emergency
911
Dixon Hall Emergency
416-873-5852
Wheels of Hope
1-800-263-6750

Please remember that encouraging outside
people to make donations or to become
members helps us to provide services and
support for the residents of PAL
Memberships run from January to December.
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